
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

All the Feels - Surprise 

 
Eucatastrophe: A foreshadowed yet unexpected victory that comes 
in the most hopeless moment that pierces you with joy and 
produces a glimpse of gospel truth.  
 
Deus Ex-Machina: “God from the crane.” A suddenly introduced 
and contrived and unbelievable solution to an apparently 
impossible situation.  
 
Matthews Genealogy reminds us of:  

- Time (an excruciatingly long time)  
- Sin  
- Unfaithfulness  
- The daily grind  
- How easy it is to get distracted  

 
The Big Idea: 

The world needs more eucatastrophes. 
So create _____________ for mini-eucatastrophes. 

 



Scripture:  
Matthew 1 
 

The Recipe of a Eucatastrophe  
 
 

1) Release _____________ 
 

- Accept forgiveness (Matthew 1:1-17)  
 

- Live in Freedom (Matthew 1:19)  
 

“You don’t get to limit what God can do through you.” 

 
 

2) Reorient ____________ 
 
- Know Who You Are (Matthew 1:20)  

 
- Know Where You’re Going (Matthew 1:21)  

 
“Knowing who we are and knowing where we’re going reorients us 
and opens our lives and our calendars to the mini-eucatastrophes 

that are waiting to happen.” 
 
 

3) Routinely ____________ 
 

- Develop a track record of obedience.  
 

- Those who are faithful in little, will be entrusted with more.  
 

 

 

 

 

For Reflection:  

What sins do you need to accept forgiveness for and find freedom 

from? What past sins limit you and what are you doing about it?  

Who are you? What’s your go-to response for answering that 

question?  

Where are you going? How does that shape what matters in life, 

does it shape what you pursue?  

What can you be faithful in today?  

- What people in your life can you bless? 

- What ministry can you be involved in?  

- Who can you be a eucatastrophe to? 

o ________________________ 

o ________________________ 

o ________________________ 

o ________________________ 

o ________________________ 

If you’re married, go over the above list with your spouse. Compare 

notes. Come up with a plan for who you can intentionally bless this 

Advent and brainstorm how you plan on doing that.  

 
 
 


