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Joy and Giving 

 
 
 Here we are—it’s already the third week of Advent. Christmas Day is coming up 

soon and it’s hard to believe how time flies. By the way, we are going to be doing our 

Christmas Eve Service on Christmas Eve at 5 pm. I would highly encourage you to invite 

someone. This is the time of year when people who don’t usually come to church, will 

respond to an invitation. It’ll be a great service, we’ll share the Gospel, so make the 

invite. Let’s pack this place full of people to hear about Jesus. 

 Now, with Advent, we’re in the middle of a sermon series about celebrating 

Advent. In a way, it’s a series about putting Christ back in Christmas, but we’re not 

complaining about society saying “Happy Holidays” or anything like that. My goal isn’t to 

create a bunch of disgruntled Christians who complain about how terrible the world is. 

I’m far more interested in being a church full of people who pursue Jesus and his way of 

life. We’re not trying to change how society celebrates Christmas, but we want to 

continually align ourselves with Jesus.  

 Last week, we looked at Mary’s response to the news that she would give birth to 

the Messiah and what her expectations were. We learned that she saw the coming of the 

Messiah as good news to the poor, oppressed and marginalized like herself. So, how does 

our Advent reflect Mary’s expectation of the Messiah and, frankly, how does it line up 

with Jesus’ teachings on what we do with our money?  
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 Now, I feel like I’ve been a bit tough on you the last couple of weeks—actually, on 

us—I can’t separate myself from anyone else, because over the years, I’ve been a willing 

participant in the commercialization of Christmas. I think they’re necessary warnings, but 

in addition of repentance, Advent is also a time of joy. So, I want to talk today about what 

I think is the most joyful and fun response during this season—giving! 

Today, we read the part of the Christmas story from Matthew, chapter 2. And what 

we will see is a prime example of God acting and people responding in different ways. 

The story has three main characters—God, Herod, and the Magi. 

The first character is God. Everything else that happens in the story is a response to 

what God initiates. God acts and everyone else responds.  

Now, lost in Christmas programs and quick familiar readings of the Christmas story 

is the fact that Matthew is very strategic in how he sets up the story to bring out a point. 

Matthew sets up the story to compare the responses of the other two characters.  

The second actor is Herod. Herod had the title of “the King of the Jews.” He wasn’t 

Jewish by blood, but his family had converted to Judaism years before. So, while he 

claimed to be a Jew, the Jews didn’t trust him because they didn’t consider him one of 

them. He was just a guy the Romans appointed to be their leader and his actions didn’t 

indicate he was one of them 

History also tells us that Herod was known for being self-absorbed. For instance, he 

undertook huge building campaigns and most of them were built as a tribute to himself. 
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He was also so jealous of his power that he executed several members of his family, 

including his own wife. He had a Kingdom to protect and he did it at all costs. 

The third characters were the Magi. The Magi were foreigners—astrologers from 

Persia in the east. They would have been familiar with the Old Testament prophecies of 

the Messiah because there were many Jews who didn’t move back to Jerusalem after the 

Babylonian Exile. But they weren’t Jews, they were foreigners who practiced astrology, 

which was strictly forbidden in the Old Testament. 

They first noticed the star when they were in their own land. To astrologers, a star 

like that was a sign of something of cosmic significance was happening. 

Right away in verse 1, the story brings the two characters together—the Magi and 

King Herod. Since the Magi figured the new king would be the King of the Jews, naturally, 

they went to Herod’s palace, figuring the baby would be his son and his heir.  In verse 2, 

when the Magi got to Herod, they asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of 

the Jews? We saw his start when it rose and have come to worship him.” In other 

words, “Congratulations on the new prince!” And Herod’s court is looking at him like, 

“What are you talking about?” I imagine it was similar to this [Want to Get Away Clip] 

Now, it didn’t go exactly like that because, Herod was cunning and opportunistic, 

and sensing a threat to his throne, he played dumb and hatched a plan to use the Magi to 

get rid of his rival. So already, you can see a huge difference between the Magi’s 

response and the response of Herod.  
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I can’t think of too many people are threatened by babies. I could only come up 

with three—baby-daddies, 3-year old older siblings Kings who are jealous of their throne. 

That’s about it. 

 Why would they be threatened by a baby? Well, it’s because they’re all clinging to 

something. For the baby-daddy, it’s independence (and probably money—child support). 

For the toddler, it’s mom’s attention. And for the king, it’s power and privilege. The 

reason Herod felt threatened by Jesus is that he was a threat to his Kingdom and his 

plans, so he tightened his grip.  

But the magi were different because they didn’t have a Kingdom to protect. And 

because they weren’t trying to protect anything, they were free to respond differently. 

They were free to do three things—rejoice, worship, give. Let’s walk through it. 

In verse 9, they leave to palace to go look for Jesus and then in verse 10 is says, 

“When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.” Now, it doesn’t say exactly why they 

were filled with joy. Maybe is was the natural reaction we all feel when we find what 

we’ve been looking for. It might be that they knew they were going to witness something 

significant. Whatever their reason, they were filled with joy when they found Jesus. 

Many people seem to forget that the joy is one of the Fruit of the Spirit—in other 

words, it’s the indication that God lives in you. They walk around with a scowl on their 

face. If they’re older, they complain about how the young people are messing things up. 

If they’re younger, they complain about the other churches that are out of touch with the 
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culture. Sure, every church has problems, but man, we should be the most joyful people 

on earth because we have good news! 

The message of Jesus isn’t good advice, it’s good news. Good advice is when 

someone tells you what you can do to make your life better. Good news is when it’s 

already been done. You might be happy to get good advice, but you’re always thrilled 

about good news.  

Following Jesus isn’t just an obligation or ritual. It’s a joy. In Matthew 13, Jesus says 

the Kingdom of Heaven is like finding treasure in a field. A man finds it and, “In his joy, he 

sold everything he had and bought the field…” That’s the kind of response that should 

come when we really understand Jesus and what he did.  

And, we should all be thrilled that the gospel isn’t just good news for people who 

have their stuff together. It’s good news for people who are messed up and they know it. 

It’s good news for the people who can’t seem to get out of their own way; it’s for people 

who, even though life is going pretty well in some areas, they have this ache inside, it’s 

for people who fell like their life lacks purpose; it’s for the people who have sins and 

habits that trap them. The good news is that Jesus is the way out.  

But it’s not very good news to those who feel superior to others because they’re 

good, respectable people. In fact, it’s kind of aggravating. For those people, Jesus is pretty 

threatening. Well, the Magi didn’t know any of this and yet they were filled with joy. // 
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That joy then turns into worship. In fact, the best motivation for worship isn’t fear 

or obligation, it’s joy! The magi came to the place where Jesus was and it says 

immediately they worshipped. For the Magi, it meant bowing down to him.  

People who study communication tell us that body language is more than 50% of 

our communication. Folding your arms communicates that you’re skeptical! Hands on 

hips shows you’re angry. Laying your head down on the table during a meeting mean 

you’re bored.  

And Bowing is the posture of worship. When you bow, you’re not looking the one 

you’re bowing to in the eyes because they are above you. And bowing is a vulnerable 

posture. You’re exposing the most vulnerable part of you. When you bow, you 

communicate, “You can do to me whatever you want and I won’t resist. 

But worship more than a physical posture or saying a prayer, or singing at a 

worship service, true worship is putting Jesus in his rightful place in our life. When we 

follow him, we make ourselves vulnerable to whatever outcome he decides is best. When 

we worship, we say to Jesus, “You’re in charge. You have the right ask of me whatever 

you want.” I put myself in a vulnerable position and trust that God will do what he 

promises. // 

So, when the Magi found Jesus, they rejoiced, which led them to worship, and 

finally it led them to give. Basically, they did what was always appropriate for the birth of 

a king—they gave him gifts. The gifts they brought were gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
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We don’t have to go into all the details of why they would bring those particular gifts, but 

we do know they would have been worth a boatload of money. In fact, in verse 11 it says 

they “opened their treasures.” That’s sounds significant. // 

So, I hope you see the contrast Matthew makes between Herod and the Magi. 

Herod was filled with fear while the Magi were filled with joy. While the Magi bowed and 

worshipped, Herod tightened his grip. While the Magi opened their treasures while 

Herod clung desperately to his throne.  

And that’s a picture of how we can respond to Jesus as well. He can fill you with joy 

or he can threaten your power, control—your way of life. He can cause you to tighten 

your grip or open your hand.  

Our world typically equates money with freedom. The more money we have, the 

more we can do. We can travel. We can buy cool stuff. We don’t have to worry about 

how we’re going to pay the bills. So, we have this sense that when we give, we’re giving 

up our freedom.  

So, sometimes we give reluctantly out of obligation. Or some people think that 

they can earn God’s love by their generosity. But that’s exactly backward. That kind of 

giving only keeps us in bondage. But there is a kind of giving that leads to freedom. It’s 

the kind of giving that’s motivated by three attitudes. 

The first motivation is contentment. Contentment is simply a sense of 

“enoughness.” When you’re content, you’re not interested in accumulating more or 
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bigger or better things. You’re not trying to impress people or find happiness in what you 

have because you know it doesn’t work anyway. Contentment is the ability to be satisfied 

no matter what your circumstances are. Like the Apostle Paul writes in 1 Timothy 6:8, “If 

we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.” 

Now, I don’t necessarily expect people who don’t have enough to be content. Even 

the Apostle Paul says he needs food and clothing. Obviously, in our society, we probably 

need more than just food and clothing, but Paul’s point is that we can be content when 

we have enough to live. 

But here’s how contentment is related to giving. According to Jesus, everything you 

do with your money is an investment. You’re either investing in things that depreciate or 

things that don’t.  

Think about that material thing you really want. Let’s say it’s a car. It’s a nice, new 

2018 Corvette. [2018 Corvette pic] That’s a beautiful car. It’s affordable, too. Starts at 

only $55,000 for the base model. But you don’t want the base model, do you?  

Let’s say that’s your dream car today. Will it be your dream car in 15 years? I doubt 

it. In 15 years, this is what that car will look like. [Junk Corvette pic] and in 15 years, this 

will be your dream car. [Flying Car pic] That’s why Jesus says in Matthew 6, “Do not store 

up for yourselves treasures on earth where moth and rust destroy and thieves break in 

and steal, but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven where moth and rust do not 

destroy and thieves do not break in and steal.” If you develop an eternal perspective, 
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you won’t invest a lot of money or energy into things that depreciate and break, but 

you’ll invest in people, who last forever. 

Contentment is critical for giving because if you’re always longing for more you’ll 

regret giving. The more you give, the less you’re able to accumulate. If you always need 

just a little more to make you happy, then giving will be counter-productive. It’ll feel like a 

lost opportunity. “If I didn’t give that money, I could have had it by now.” But if you learn 

to be content with what you have, you’ll never regret giving.  Freedom in giving starts 

with contentment. // 

The second motivation is gratitude. People who think they deserve what they have 

will hold tightly to it, but those who know that everything we have is a gift from God will 

be more likely to hold it with an open hand. They’ll say, “Yeah, I do work hard at my job, 

but it’s God who gives me the ability to work.” It’s much harder to be selfish when you 

realize that what you have has been given to you as a gift from God. // 

The third motivation is trust. So, what does that mean? Whenever you trust, you 

trust IN something. This is why I like the word “trust” better than the word “faith.” People 

often say, “You just gotta have faith.” Well, what does that mean? Faith that things will 

just work out? That doesn’t really mean anything. But our word “trust” more accurately 

aligns with what the Bible means. So, when it comes to money, to trust is to believe Jesus 

when he says in Matthew 6, “24No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the 
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one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 

cannot serve both God and money.”  

It also means that you trust that God will provide what you need. Like the Apostle 

Paul wrote in Philippians 4, “19And my God will meet all your needs according to the 

riches of his glory in Christ Jesus.”  

Trust and giving have a symbiotic relationship. First, giving builds our trust in God. 

Starting to give is like a test—dipping your toes in the water to see if God will really be 

faithful. We often don’t give because we’re waiting until we have a certain amount of 

excess before we do. Or the reason we’re not more generous is because we’re just not 

yet sure we can be happy if we can’t have everything we want.  

So, if you’re not in the habit of giving, start with a little. Then when you find out it’s 

not so bad—in fact, it’s pretty good, you can’t increase it just a little more and a little 

more. These tests build our trust in God. Each time God is faithful and provides your 

needs, your trust increases a little more. And the more you trust in God, the freer you are 

to give. // 

Contentment, gratitude and trust in God. When you have these, giving is a joy 

rather than an obligation. And giving is always the appropriate response to God. But the 

question is, what do you give to? Where should you give? 

Well, of course at Christmastime we always give to family. We do gift exchanges 

and you might think from the previous two message that I’m against that. Well, I’m not. 
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But I don’t believe that ought to be our primary giving during the Christmas season. 

Giving gifts to loved-ones is fun and it builds great memories. Just don’t be too 

extravagant. Don’t go into debt. Be thoughtful and personal. Express your love through 

gift-giving. 

But I would say there are two other ways to give that are more in line with 

Scripture—giving to the church and giving to help people in need.  

For those of you who don’t consider yourselves Christians—you’re just exploring. I 

don’t expect you to give to the Church. The point of this isn’t to raise money for the 

church. We’re not out to get your money. If you decide that you want to follow Jesus and 

be a part of the Church, then we can talk, but until then, I don’t expect you to trust me 

enough to hand over what you worked hard for. 

But the benefit for those of us who are part of the church, giving is a way to 

participate in God’s mission. The Bible calls the Church the Body of Christ, which means 

the Church is the continuation of the mission of Christ to the world. From Old Testament 

times to New Testament times, the body was always called on to financially support the 

work of the Temple in the OT or the Church today.  

How much should you give? In the OT you were required to give 10%. I believe in 

New Testament times, that’s a good starting place. Well, the Biblical principle is what we 

call “first fruits.” The Bible tells us that the first and best of you have receive should go 

back to God. That’s a tangible way to acknowledge that what you have is not yours—
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you’re simply a manager of what belongs to God. So, when you’re making your budget, 

the first consideration—the FIRST consideration is what you give back to God.  

So, don’t base what you give on what you have in your pocket that day or how 

good the sermon is or how much money the church needs. But between you and God, 

determine the amount in your mind. Stretch your faith and give consistently and regularly 

regardless of the ups and downs. Make it your first budget item. // 

Then take care of you and your family’s needs. Notice I didn’t say wants and 

desires. I said needs. Pay your bills and the people you owe money. That’s part of being a 

good steward. // 

Then give to people in need—first inside the church, then outside the church. This 

comes right from Galatians 6:10, which says, “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us 

do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” Now 

this can be more than just giving money. It’s providing practical help. If you have a 

lawnmower and your neighbor doesn’t, let him use it. There’s no reason why everyone in 

the church has to own every piece of equipment when we can share.  

When we watch out for the needs of the people around us rather than always 

needing the new best thing, we become the vessel of God’s blessing to people in need. 

Jesus says in Matthew 25, “Whatever you’ve done for the least of these my brothers 

and sisters, you’ve done for me.” When you give to help those in need, what you’ll find is 

that the blessing isn’t in having more, but in giving more. As I think through my life, there 
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have been many times I’ve had buyer’s remorse, but I can’t think of a single time I’ve had 

giver’s remorse. So, give generously with an open hand as a response—as an act of 

worship to God. 

Practically speaking, we’ve listed a number of places and ways to give. There are a 

number of ways to give to the church and I want to let you that we will be taking a 

Christmas offering for the two ministries we support—Together for Good, which is a 

ministry that serves families in crisis; and FreedomWorks, which is a ministry to men who 

were previously incarcerated. 

Most of all, just remember that giving is always a response to a God who has given 

us everything we have. It’s not to be done out of guilt or obligation, but out of a sense of 

gratitude and trust. So, if you’re not in the habit of giving, start and test God. Give and 

see if you regret it. Or maybe, just maybe as you respond to God, he will continue to build 

your trust in him, give you contentment and free you from fear. 

 


